
 

Riversdale Primary School  
Medium Term Planning 

 
Year Group Year 4 
Topic “Off With Their Heads!” 
Selected Text (POR) Into the Forest / Iron Man 

 
Areas of Learning 
 

• As historians, children will find out about the Tudors through the story of Henry VIII’s marriages.  
• Children will develop their ability to use written and pictorial sources, ask and answer questions, give reasons for actions and identify changes.  
• Children will locate the Tudors within the context of the history of Britain.  
• Using the topics studied previously, children will make a timeline and locate the Tudors on the same timeline. 
• Using portraits and written sources children will understand the power of a Tudor monarch, the character of Henry as king, consider possible 

solutions to Henry’s problems and understand the reasons for Henry’s marriages.  
• Children will understand that building alliances through marriage was important in the Tudor period.  
• Children will learn the names and order of Henry’s wives and put them on a time line.  
• As geographers, children will locate the countries on a map that Henry wanted to make alliances with.  

 
 

Rights Respecting Enterprise Environment Spiritual and Moral Communities 
 
The UNCRC articles that will 
be addressed during this 
topic are: 
 
Article 9 
(Separation from parents) 
 
Article 19 

 
As enterprising people,  
we will:  
 
Produce a leaflet to advertise 
Hampton Court Palace.  
 

 
As people concerned with our 
environment, we will:  
 
Compare the lives of the rich 
and poor in Tudor England, 
both in Towns and the 
countryside. 
 

 
In our Spiritual and Moral 
development, we will:  
 
Think about the influence of 
religion and the power of the 
monarchy in Tudor times and 
the effect this had on the 
lives of people both rich and 
poor. 

 
As members of a community, 
we will:  
 
Explore how Tudors travelled 
to different continents and 
the effect this had on the 
people living there, as well as 
the Tudors themselves. 
 



(Protection from all forms of 
violence) 
 
Article 24 
(Health and health services) 
 
Article 27 
(Standard of living) 
 
Article 30 
(Children of minorities) 
 
Article 37 
(Detention & Punishment) 
 

Were Henry’s actions 
justified? Discuss and 
debate.  
 

 
Essentials for Learning and Life Areas of Learning 

Communication: Attitudes: Human Social and Environmental Understanding: 
 
Writing, Presenting and Broadcasting:  
Non-Fiction unit of work: 

• Scan texts and summarise 
the most important facts and 
rewrite in own words. 

• Non-chronological report 
about reformation 

• Role play meetings between 
Henry and some of the 
queens. 

• Writing a recount in role as a 
queen, or perspective bride 
and as a servant at Hampton 
Court Palace. 

• Letter writing, writing in role.  

 
Learning and Thinking Skills:  
To organise and work as a team, 
allocating and managing roles: 

• Director 
• Camera operator 
• Newsreaders (x2) 
• Scriptwriter  
• Time manager 

in order to present a one minute 
news video about Henry or one of the 
wives. 
 
Personal and Emotional Skills/ 
PHSE/RE:  

 
Geography Skills: 

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied. 

• Understand geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country. 

 
History Skills:  

• Children will study a way of life, beliefs and achievements of the 
Tudors and the influence they had on our way of life today, particularly 
the reformation. 

• Children will develop and understanding of the chronology of places, 
events and people. 



• Persuasive writing Hampton 
Court Leaflet 

• Writing a job description for a 
King.  

 

• Talk about my opinions and 
explain my views on the 
issues raised. 

• Resolve differences by 
looking at alternative, making 
decisions and choices. 

 
Social Skills:  

• Children will be able to listen 
to the opinions and views of 
others and use these to form 
own views. 

 

• Children will learn dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of 
time, including ancient/modern, AD, BC, BCE, CE, century and decade.  

• Children will recall, select and organise historical information.  
• Children will find out about the Tudors using a range of sources, 

including ICT and through visits to National Portrait Gallery and 
Hampton Court Palace. 

Mathematics: Scientific and Technological Understanding 
 
Following the Maths! No Problem (Singapore Maths) scheme. 
 
 

 
Sound: 

• Identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with 
something vibrating. 

• Recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to 
the ear. 

• Find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object 
that produced it. 

• Find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the 
vibrations that produced it. 

• Recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound 
source increases. 

 
Electricity: 

• Identify common appliances that run on electricity 
• Construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and naming its 

basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers 
• Identify whether a lamp will light in a simple series circuit, based on 

whether the lamp is part of a complete loop with a battery 
• Recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and associate this 

with whether a lamp lights in a simple series circuit 



• Recognise some common conductors and insulators, and associate 
metals with being good conductors. 

 
Computing: Understanding the Arts and Design: 

 
Following the Switched-on Computing curriculum, as well as: 

• To make a Wiki about Henry VIII and his wives. 
• To use the internet for research purposes: Children research the 

demise of one of the wives and create a one-minute video news 
broadcast.  

 

 
Art and Design Skills:  

• To learn to extract information from portraits and to create own 
portraits of Henry VIII and his six wives.  

• To explore the work of Holbein.  
• Improve mastery of techniques such as drawing, painting and to use 

sketchbooks to collect record and evaluate ideas.  
• Compare methods and ideas used in their own work and others work 

and say what they think and feel. 
 

 


